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CURRICULUM VITAE 
HILDE BJØRKHAUG 

 
Name:    Hilde Bjørkhaug 
Birthdate:  04.01.1972 
Academic degree:  Dr. polit (Sociology) 
Occupation:   Research professor / Researcher I 
Work Address:  Centre for rural research, Trondheim, Norway & Nordland research institute, Bodø, 

Norway (20%) 
Work Telephone: +47 73591781 / 97180178 
E-mail:    hilde.bjorkhaug@bygdeforskning.no 
 
 
Professional Experience 
• Researcher, Centre for Rural Research 1997- till present date. Since 2014 awarded Researcher 1 position / 

Research Professor. 
• Guest researcher, Centre for sustainability, University of Otago. January-February 2016.  
• Researcher 1, Nordland Research Institute, 2015 - (20%) 
• Science leader, Area Agriculture, Industry development and Food value chains, Centre for Rural Research 

2014. 
• Researcher II Department of Interdisciplinary studies of Culture, NTNU 2011 
• Visiting scholar, University of Waterloo, July 2011 and August 2013 
• Visiting scholar The Journalism and Media Research Centre (JMRC), The University of New South Wales, 

Sydney, Australia January-May 2010 
• Process & project leader Department of Interdisciplinary studies, NTNU (2007-2011) 
• PhD Scholar Centre for Rural Research 2000-2007 
• Visiting Scholar, School of Social Science, University of Queensland, Brisbane Australia. August 2003 

to March 2004. 
• Research assistant Centre for Environment and Development, Allforsk, 1997 
• Student assistant Department of Sociology and Political Science, NTNU, 1995-1996 
 
Research topics 
Hilde Bjørkhaug has her specialization in sociology of agriculture and food. She has a through her career been 
involved in research on different aspects of rural development, diffusion of innovations, agricultural restructuring 
and financialization, land use and land use conflicts, sustainable development, climate change challenges, policy 
analysis, power relations and organizational change. Current project portfolio incorporates discussions on 
transitions to a bio-economy, development of small farming systems as well as growth in values based food 
chains. Gender perspectives have been employed in many projects. She has followed Norwegian legislation on 
gender balance in boardrooms though research projects and public debate.  
 
Honours 
• Member of executive committee, RC40 (Sociology of Agriculture and Food), International Sociology 

Association 2014  
• Member of Scientific Committee IRSA (International Rural Sociology Association) world congress, Toronto 

2016; Scientific and organizing Committee of NESS (Nordic Environmental Social Science Conference) 
Trondheim 2015; Scientific Committee of the 5th CIRIEC International Research conference on Social 
Economy, Lisbon 2015.  

• Member of the editorial board of Journal of Rural Studies 
• Keynote speaker at Rural at the Edge – the 2nd Nordic conference for rural research, University of Eastern 

Finland 2012 
• Member of board at KUN senter for kunnskap og likestilling. (Centre for knowledge and equality) 2013- 

present. From 2017, head of board. 
• Member of board at NINA (The Norwegian Institute of Nature Research) 2015-2017 
• PhD Supervisor Bjørn Klimek, University of Oslo (Graduated February 2017), Heidi Vinge, NTNU and 

Kristine Lien Skog, NMBU 
• External evaluator on academic positions at Syddansk University and University of Århus, Denmark.  
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• External examiner at University of Science and Technology (NTNU) Norway (several social science 
courses), and NMBU. 

• PhD thesis’s examiner Griffith University, Australia & University of Newcastle, Australia 
• Referee in Journal of Rural Studies, Sociologia Ruralis, Rural Sociology, Geoforum, Geoderma, Agriculture 

and Human Values, European Countryside, The International Journal of Environmental, Cultural, Economic 
and Social Sustainability, Southern Rural Sociology Journal, Tidsskrift for kjønnsforskning, International Journal 
of Sociology of agriculture and Food, et al. 

• Guest lecturer at Department of Sociology, University of Innsbruck, Austria, Department of Sociology and 
Political Science, NTNU and Institute of Biology, NTNU, Norway. 

 
Selected projects / research grants 
• Small farms, small food businesses and sustainable food security (SALSA). Horizon 2020 - Research and 

Innovation Framework Programme, H2020-SFS-2015-2 2016-2020. Norwegian partner. 
• Food, Farming and Financialisation: Agri-food Transformations in Australia, led by Professor Geoffrey 

Lawrence.  Australian research council Discovery Projects Grant 2016-2019. Norwegian partner. 
• Transition to a smart bioeconomy (BIOSMART). Funded by the Norwegian Research Council 

(BIONÆR) 2015-2018. WP leader and co-manager of project . 
• Space, land and society: challenges and opportunities for production and innovation in agriculture based 

value chains (AGRISPACE), Funded by the Norwegian Research Council (BIONÆR) 2014-2017. Project 
leader.  

• Frogs, fuel, finance or food? Cultures, values, ethics, arguments and justifications in the management of 
agricultural land (FORFOOD). Funded by the Norwegian Research Council (SAMKUL) 2013-2017. 
Project leader.  

• Healthy growth: From niche to volume with integrity and trust. Funding Core Organic II. 2013-2016. 
Lead participant Norway.  

• Structural change in Agriculture. Funded by the Norwegian Research Council and Forskningsmidler over 
jordbruksavtalen 2010-2014. Project leader.  

• Governing food in a globalizing environment: Innovation and market strategies in Norwegian food 
supply chains. Funded by the Norwegian Research Council 2010-2014. Project partner. 

• The New Farm Owners: Finance Companies and the Restructuring of Australian and Global Agriculture, led 
by Professor Geoffrey Lawrence.  Australian research council Discovery Projects Grant 2011-2014. 
Norwegian partner. 

• Back to the future? Policy responses to increasing food prices and climate change in the new millennium. 
Funded by the Norwegian Research Council 2008-2013. Joint project leader.  

• Power and Privilege, Meaning and Management - Gender in the Board Room. Funded by the Norwegian 
Research Council FRISAM 2007-2011. Joint project leader.  
 

Invited Lectures:  
• Sustainable Agriculture and Society. Gust lecture at RFEL3082, NTNU. 21.03. 017  
• Food regime restructuring. SeminarAgrar- und Regionalsoziologie II Einführung in Agro-food studies. 

University of Innsbruck 13.11.2015 
• From government to governance – changing power relations in the food chain. Seminar Agrar- und 

Regionalsoziologie II Einführung in Agro-food studies. University of Innsbruck 14.11.2015 
• Productivism, Post-Productivism, Neo-Productivism in the Agri-Food System. Open lecture. Agrar- und 

Regionalsoziologie, University of Innsbruck 18.11.2015 
• Food security, food sovereignty and land use conflicts. Seminar Agrar- und Regionalsoziologie II 

Einführung in Agro-food studies. University of Innsbruck 20.11.2015 
• Values based food initiatives and food chains. Seminar Agrar- und Regionalsoziologie II Einführung in 

Agro-food studies. University of Innsbruck 21.11.2015 
• Food or finance? Cultural and economic valuation in the debate on agricultural land management. Natural 

resources management, master program, The Faculty of Natural Sciences and Technology NTNU. 
21.09.2015. 

• Land. Natural resources management, master program, The Faculty of Natural Sciences and Technology 
NTNU. 18.10.2015. 

• Marx, Weber og Durkheim i landbruks- og mat-sosiologien. ISS, NTNU 02.03.2015  

http://www.ntnu.edu/nt
http://www.ntnu.edu/nt
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• Gjør rede for nyere utviklingstrekk innen kvalitative metoder. Drøft deretter det epistemologiske grunnlaget 
disse bygger på og hvilke konsekvenser dette har for undervisningen i kvalitative metoder. ISS, NTNU 
04.02.2013 

• Gi en presentasjon av Pierre Bourdieus kapitalbegrep og drøft relevansen for bygdesosiologiske studier. 
Prøveforelesning for graden dr. polit. 27.09.2007 

 
Recent publications (2012-2017) 
Journal Issues and Books: 
• Bjørkhaug, H. and K. Knickel (2017) Rethinking the links between farm modernisation, rural development and 

resilience. Journal of rural studies. Guest editor Special Issue 
• Miele, M., V. Higgins, H. Bjørkhaug and M. Truninger (eds) (2017) Transforming the Rural. Rural Change and Global 

Processes. Bingley: Emerald Insight. Research in Rural Sociology and Development 
• Norsk matmakt i endring. Bjørkhaug, H., R. Almås and J. Vik (ed.) (2015). Bergen: Fagbokforlaget.  
• Kjønn og næringsliv i Norge. Alsos, G., H. Bjørkhaug, A. Bolsø og E. Ljungren (eds.) (2015) Oslo: Cappelen Damm.  
• Bjørkhaug H, and K. Rønningen (2014). Global Shocks, Changing Agricultural Policy and the Viability of Rural 

Communities. International Journal of Sociology of Agriculture and Food. Volume 21/1 (2014) Guest editor Special 
Issue 

• Almås, R., H. Bjørkhaug, H. Campbell, C. A. Smedshaug (eds) (2013) Fram mot ein berekraftig og klimatilpassa norsk 
landbruksmodell. Trondheim: Akademika forlag 

• Almås, R., H. Bjørkhaug and M. G. Rivera-Ferre (2011) Agriculture and Climate Change.   International Journal of 
Sociology of Agriculture and Food. Volume 18/3 (2011). Guest editor Special Issue  

Journal Articles and Book Chapters 
• Bjørkhaug, H,  J. Vik and C. Richards (2017) The Chicken Game – organization and integration in the Norwegian agri-

food sector, i Miele, M., V. Higgins, H. Bjørkhaug and M. Truninger (eds) Rural Change and Global Processes. 
Bingley: Emerald Insight. Research in Rural Sociology and Development 

• Hansen, L. and H. Bjørkhaug (2017) Visions and Expectations for the Norwegian Bioeconomy. Sustainability 9, 341; 
doi:10.3390/su9030341 

• Kvam, G-T, H. Bjørkhaug and A-C. Pedersen (2017) How relationships can influence an organic firm’s network 
identity European Planning Studies 1-19 DOI: 10.1080/09654313.2016.1270909 

• Bjørkhaug, H. (2016). Den norske landbrukssosiologien. Historisk påvirkning i nåtidig forskning på familiejordbruket. 
Sosiologi i dag 46/2:7-28  

• Klimek, B. and H. Bjørkhaug (2015) Norwegian Agro-Food Attracting Private Capital; varieties of Capitalism – 
Varieties of Financialisation? Sociologia Ruralis. DOI: 10.1111/soru.12112 

• Brandth, B. and H. Bjørkhaug (2015) Gender Quotas for Agricultural Boards: Changing Constructions of Gender? 
Gender, Work and Organization Vol. 22 No. 6 November 2015 doi:10.1111/gwao.12112 

• Burton, R. and H. Bjørkhaug (2015) Introduksjon av ikke-mat i verdikjeden for mat in Bjørkhaug, H., R. Almås og J. 
Vik (ed) (2015). Norsk matmakt i endring: Nyskaping og endrede maktforhold i den norske matvarekjeden. Bergen: 
Fagbokforlaget. 

• Brustad, S. and H. Bjørkhaug (2015) Omdømme, makt og mulighetsrom for bærekraftig styring – om Norsk Kylling i 
media in H. Bjørkhaug, R. Almås and J. Vik (ed)(2015). Norsk matmakt i endring: Nyskaping og endrede maktforhold i 
den norske matvarekjeden. Bergen: Fagbokforlaget. 

• Vik, J. og H. Bjørkhaug (2015) Kyllingens politiske økonomi – et bilde av det fremtidige landbruket i H. Bjørkhaug, R. 
Almås and J. Vik (ed) (2015). Norsk matmakt i endring: Nyskaping og endrede maktforhold i den norske matvarekjeden. 
Bergen: Fagbokforlaget. 

• H. Bjørkhaug, R. Almås and J. Vik (2015) Norsk matmakt i endring i H. Bjørkhaug, R. Almås and J. Vik (ed) (2015). 
Norsk matmakt i endring: Nyskaping og endrede maktforhold i den norske matvarekjeden. Bergen: Fagbokforlaget. 

• Bjørkhaug, H. and B. Brandth (2015) Mangfold og makt i kjønnsbalanserte styrerom, s. 133-152 i Alsos, G., H. 
Bjørkhaug, A. Bolsø and E. Ljungren (ed) (2015) Kjønn og næringsliv. Oslo: Cappelen Damm.  

• Bjørkhaug, H. and K. Rønningen (2014): Crisis - what crisis? Marginal farming, rural communities and climate 
robustness - the case of Northern Norway. International Journal of Sociology of Agriculture and Food: 21: 51-69 

• Bjørkhaug, H. and K. Rønningen (2014): Global Shocks, Changing Agricultural Policy and the Viability of Rural 
Communities. International Journal of Sociology of Agriculture and Food: 21: 1-6. 

• Forbord, M., H. Bjørkhaug and R. Burton (2014) Drivers of change in Norwegian agricultural land control and the 
emergence of rental farming. Journal of Rural Studies, 33:9-19. 

http://ojs.novus.no/index.php/SID/article/view/1281
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• Almås,R., H. Bjørkhaug, H. Campbell, C. A. Smedshaug (2013). Klimautfordringane og den norske landbrukspolitiske 
modellen, s 9-32 i i Almås, R., H. Bjørkhaug, H. Campbell, C. A. Smedshaug (ed)(2013) Fram mot ein berekraftig og 
klimatilpassa norsk landbruksmodell. Trondheim: Akademika forlag. 

• Bjørkhaug, H., J. Brobakk and R. Almås (2013) Klimaendringer og matvaresikkerhet: Er bærekraftig intensivering 
løsningen? S. 275-299 i Almås, R., H. Bjørkhaug, H. Campbell, C. A. Smedshaug (ed)(2013) Fram mot ein berekraftig 
og klimatilpassa norsk landbruksmodell. Trondheim: Akademika forlag. 

• Almås, R., H. Bjørkhaug, H. Campbell, C. A. Smedshaug (2013). Fram mot ein robust norsk landbruksmodell tilpassa 
eit fleksibelt og berekraftig globalt matvareregime, s 301-320 i i Almås, R., H. Bjørkhaug, H. Campbell, C. A. 
Smedshaug (ed)(2013) Fram mot ein berekraftig og klimatilpassa norsk landbruksmodell. Trondheim: Akademika 
forlag. 

• Bolsø, A., H. Bjørkhaug and S. Øyslebø Sørensen (2013). Gender-balanced Corporate Boards s. 136-137 in Machold, 
S., M. Huse and M. Brogi (eds.) Getting women on to Corporate Boards. A Snowball starting in Norway. Cheltenham: 
Edward Elgar Publishing. 

• Richards, C., H. Bjørkhaug, G. Lawrence and E. Hickman (2013) Retailer-driven Agricultural Restructuring – 
Australia, the UK and Norway in Comparison. Agriculture and Human values 30:235–24. 

• Bjørkhaug, H. and A. Blekesaune (2013) Development of organic farming in Norway: A statistical analysis of 
neighbourhood effects. Geoforum 45: 201-210.  

• Bjørkhaug, H. and S. Øyslebø Sørensen (2012) Feminism without gender? Arguments for gender quotas on corporate 
boards in Norway. Comparative Social Research, Volume 29:185-210. 

• Bjørkhaug, H., R. Almås and J. Brobakk (2012) Emerging neo-productivist agriculture as an approach to food security 
and climate change in Norway. Pp 211-234 in Amås, R. and H. Cambell: Rethinking Agricultural Policy Regimes: Food 
Security, Climate Change and the Future Resilience of Global Agriculture. Bingley: Emerald Insight. Research in Rural 
Sociology and Development Volume 18.  

• Bjørkhaug, H. (2012) Exploring the sociology of agriculture: Family farmers in Norway - future or past food 
producers? Pp 283-303 in Ersaga, D. (red) Sociological landscape: Theories, realities and trends. InTeck. 

Forthcoming  
• Bjørkhaug, H., P. McMichael and B. Muirhead. Frogs, Fuel, Finance or Food? Cultures, Values and Ethics in the 

Management of Agricultural Land. Toronto: University of Toronto Press 
• Bjørkhaug, H., G.  Lawrence and A. Magnan Financialization, food systems and rural transformation. Earthscan Food 

and Agriculture by Routledge 

Recent presentations 
• Oslo. 16.02.2017 Hvordan fremme overgangen til en «smart» bioøkonomi? Innvitert innlegg på Broen til fremtiden 

2017. 
• Trondheim 01.11.2016  Kvotering - virker det egentlig? Invitert innlegg på Exenteraften Studentersamfundet. Med Siri 

Ø. Sørensen.  
• Oslo, 01.11.2016. Kvinner i styrerom. Innlegg på valgkomiteseminar. Norsk landbrukssamvirke. 
• Trondheim 15.09.2016. Salamander, salat eller CO2-vennlige miljøhus? Kultur, verdier og etikk i forvaltningen av 

matjorda. Sosiologifestival 2016. 
• Toronto 12.08.2016. Envisioning a Norwegian bioeconomy across bio-sectors. IRSA Congress. With Lillian Hansen and 

Magnar Forbord.  
• Toronto 12.08.2016. Public funds balancing profit, aid and ethics in land investments.  
• Toronto 12.08.2016. Growing business growing values. IRSA Congress. With Gunn-Turid Kvam et al.  
• Newcastle, Australia 4.3.2016. Women Quotas on Corporate and Cooperative boards in Norway. Invited speaker 
• Gardermoen 14.12.2015. Hvem vil overta gårdene i fremtiden? Eierskiftedagene 2015. Arr. Norges Bondelag. Invited 

speaker.  
• Oslo 10.11.2015.Norsk Matmakt – en introduksjon. Matmaktseminar, Næringslivets hus.  
• Bodø 26.10.2015. Utviklingsmuligheter for landbruket fremover. Partnerskap Nordlands Landbruk. Invited speaker 
• Trondheim 19.09.2015. Kommer ikke maten fra butikken da? Forskningsdagene 2015, Theaterkafeen. Arr 

Kunnskapsbyen. Invited speaker.  
• Oslo 26.08.2015. Press på jord og areal: Trondheim som eksempel. Politikkseminar 2015: Norske arealer, bruk og vern 

– Kommunale dilemma. Agri Analyse. 
 
 Updated September 2017 


